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Introit Music 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
In the middle of the night, when stark night was darkest, then you chose to come.  God’s 
resplendent first-born sent to make us one.  
   
The voices of doom protest: “All these words about justice, love and peace—all these 
naïve words will buckle beneath the weight of a reality which is brutal and bitter, ever 
more bitter.”  
  
It is true, Lord, it is midnight upon the earth, moonless night and starved of stars.  But 
can we forget that You, the son of God, chose to be born precisely at midnight?   
 

– Dom Helder Camara  
 
Let us pray.   
 
God of Mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent Season  
for ourselves and our families who live with painful experiences of loss.  
We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow and peace for the past.  
We ask these things in the name of Christ  
who entered the world at Christmas to share our life in sorrow and joy,  
death and new birth, despair and promise.    
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

Psalm  
 
First Reading 
 

Magnificat  
 

Second Reading 
 

Nunc Dimittis 
 

Versicles & responses 
 

Reflection  
 
Prayers 
  



 

 

First Candle  
 
We light this candle to remember those persons who have been loved and lost. We 
pause to remember their names, their faces, their voices. 
 
We pray for those who have died recently, among them… 
And for those whose anniversaries of death fall around this time, among them…   
We give thanks for the memory that binds them to us this season that anticipates Christ.  
  
All  May God’s eternal love surround them.  
  
 
Second Candle  
 
We light this second candle to redeem the pain and loss – the loss of relationships, the 
loss of health, the loss of jobs, and the loss of financial security.  As we gather up the 
pain of the past, we offer it to you, O God, asking that into our welcome hearts and open 
hands, you place the gift of peace.  
  
All  Refresh, restore, renew us, Oh God, and lead us into your future.      
   
 
Third Candle  
 
We light this third candle to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and 
remember the past weeks, months and for some of us, years of difficult times. We 
remember the poignancy of memories, the grief, the sadness, the hurts, and the pain of 
reflecting on our own mortality.  
  
All  Let us remember that dawn defeats darkness.  
 
 
Fourth Candle  
 
This fourth candle is lit to remember our faith and the gift of hope that God offers to us 
in the Christmas story. We remember that God, who shares our life, promises us a place 
and time of no more pain and suffering.  
  
All  Let us remember the one who shows the way and who goes with us 

into our tomorrows.   
 
 
During the music we are all are invited to come and light a candle for their own prayers this 
season. 
 
 
Final Hymn 
 
 



 

 

To support St Stephen’s, 
please scan QR code  

 

 
 
 

 
Christmas Services 

 
24th December – Christmas Eve 

5pm Crib Service 
11pm Midnight Mass 

 
25th December – Christmas Day 

10am Festive Eucharist 
 

26th December – St Stephen’s Day 
10am St Stephen’s Eucharist 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Offering is available via our collection plate, online at Parish Giving Scheme , through our 
Contactless Donation Box, or the cash donation box by the North Door at the end of the 
service. 
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